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 LOHRI—MONDAY 13th JANUARY 2020  

CELEBRATION ON TUESDAY 14th JANUARY 2020 

From 10.00 AM TILL 4.00 .PM   

(1 hour break at 12.30 to 1.30 PM) 

 

LOHRI is a very popular 
and secular festival, cele-
brated by people from 
the PUNJAB region of 
India and Pakistan by 
Muslims, Sikhs, and Hin-
dus. There are many sto-
ries of its origin.  It is a 
cultural festival celebrat-

ed on the day of winter solstice when the day is shortest 
and the night is longest in the winter.  Accordingly, the day 
after Lohri is celebrated as Magi Sangrand, when the days 
start getting longer and the nights gradually shorten, by 
the grain of one sesame seed after the winter solstice 
passes.  

However, instead of celebrating Lori on the day of winter 
solstice occurs, the Punjabis celebrate it on the last day of 
the month during which winter solstice take place. This is 
due to linking Lohri to the Bikrami calendar and the twin-
ing of the festival with Maker Sankranti, which is celebrat-
ed in the Punjab as MAGHI SANKARANT.  

A key feature of Lohri is lighting of bonfire. The groups of 
young and teenage boys and girls go around the neigh-
bourhood to collect logs for the Lhori bonfire and grains, 
jiggery and till.  

It is also associated with the legend of DULA BHATTI. 
Theme of many Lohri songs in the legend of Dulla Bhatti, 
who lived in Punjab during the reign of Mughal Emperor 
Akbar. He was regarded as a hero in Punjab. He used to 
rob rich to help poor people and to rescue poor Panjabi 
girls , who were forcibly taken to be sold in slave market of 
Middle East. He arranged their marriage to boys and pro-
vided them with dowries. His theme songs gradually be-
came Punjabi folklore to Dhulla bhati, to express gratitude 
to him. 

The management committee has decided to celebrate 
both the festival of LHORI & MAGHI SANKRANT ON 
TUESDAY 14th JANUARY 2020 from 10.00 AM TILL 
4.00 PM (with 1 hour break for lunch from 12.30 PM 

MAKER SANKRANTI—TUESDAY 14th JANUARY 2020. 

CELEBRATION FROM 10.00 AM till 4.00. PM 

(One hour break at 12.30 to 1.30 PM) 

 SATYAN NARAYAN KATHA 11.00 AM TILL 12.30 PM 

Maker Sankranti is celebrat-
ed all over INDIA. Each state 
celebrate in their own way. 
It is a festival for farmers as 
the harvest is complete. It is 
a festival of celestial signifi-
cance as the sun begins its 
journey northwards and 
enters the sign of MAKER 
(CAPRICORM) from the 
TROPIC CANCER. In ASSAM it is known as BHAGALI BI-
HU, in GOA it is known as MAKER SAKRANTI , in GUJ-
RAT it is known as UTTRAYAN, in PUNJAB it is called 
MAGHI/LOHRI and in BENGAL it is called POUSH 
SANKRANTI.  

In our Hindu mythology LORD SHIVA visits his son 
SHANI DEVTA, who is representative of MAKER 
(CAPRICORN). It is believed that if father visits his son 
on this auspicious day of Maker Sankranti, all their mis-
understandings are resolved.  

An other is that Bhisma Pitmah, who was blessed with 
a special boon of choosing his death day and time. He 
was lying on the bed of arrows waiting for this auspi-
cious time of MAKER SANKRANTI It is believed  that 
who ever dies on this holy day, achieves MUKTI/
NIRVANA (SALVATION). 

The Management Committee has decided to cele-
brate MAGI/LOHRI in the temple from 10.00 AM till 
4.00 PM. There will be One Hour break for dinner 
from 12.30 PM till 1.30 PM and then LOHRI celebra-
tion till 4.00 PM.  

There will be SATYA NARAYAN KATHA FROM 11.00 till 
12.30 PM then there will be a lunch break till 1.30 PM 
thereafter LOHRI programme in the main hall till 4.00 
PM 
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VASANT PANCHAMI IS ON 

WEDNESDAY—29th JANUARY 2020  

WE WILL CELEBRATE IT ON 1st FEBRUARY 2020      

FROM 10.30 AM till 1.00 PM 

 

The festival of VASANT PANCHAMI, is 
on Wednesday 29th January 2020 . 
The festival will be celebrated in the 
temple on SATURDAY 1st FEBRUARY 
2020 from 10.30 AM till 1.00 PM. 
PRITHI Bhojan will be served after AR-
TI.  

MATA SARASWATI sits elegantly on 
LOTUS FLOWER , playing a stringed instrument known as 
a “VEENA” that was invented by herself. In the right 
hand she holds a book of palm leaves, indicating her 
love of learning and power of knowledge. It is said that 
she invented the SANSKRIT , HINDI and the DEVANGRI 
script in which HINDI and other Indian languages are 
written. She is also a patron of arts, sciences and speech. 
In short, MATA SARSWATI represents the power of 
knowledge which accompanies BRAHMA, who carries 
out the creative function of GOD.  

As MATA SARASWATI JI is a patron of arts, learning, 
knowledge and speech, you may bring your musical in-
struments, children may bring their school books and 
Bhajanics may get their throat to be blesses by MATA JI.   

The Yajman on SARASWATI PUJA 
is EMICA BANGALI COMMUNITY.  
All devotees are invited by BEN-
GALI COMMUNITY  to grace this 
puja and get MATA JI’S blessings. 

 

MAHA SHIVRATRI 

FRIDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2020 

6.00 PM TILL 8.00 PM 

 

MAHASHIVRATRI, this year falls on FRIDAY 21st 
FEBRUARY 2020. There will be SHIV PUJA, RU-
DRAABISHKEK and JAP OF 1008 names of SHIVJI 
MAHARAJ. All devotees those who wish to partici-
pate in the puja; give their name to Acharya Viveka-
nand JI by paying £11.00 donation to the temple.  
Devotees are requested to bring their own puja 
thali, few flowers, kum kum and an oz of rice.  

The puja of SHIV LINGAM will be performed as per 
SHIV worshippers (SHAivya) tradition.  Shiv Ligam 
consists of three parts. 

The bottom part which is four-sided remains under 
ground is BRAHMA THE CREATOR, The middle part 

which is eight sided remains on a pedestal is VISH-
NU the preserver  and the top part worshiped is 
round, is SHIVA THE DESTROYER . The pedestal is 
provided with a passage for draining away the wa-
ter and milk towards north that is poured on the 
top by devotees.  Very great sanctity is attached to 
the LINGAM by devotees 

The LINGHAM symbolizes all three qualities of the 
LORD SHIVA 

1. The creative Power 

2. The preservative power 

3. The destructive power     

4. THE MUKHYA YAJMAN IS REQUIRED. PLEASE      
GIVE YOUR NAME TO ACHARYA VIVEKA-
NAND JI 

 

 

HOLAASTAK BEGINS—TUESDAY 3rd MARCH 2020 

HOLIKA DAHAN—MONDAY 9th MARCH 2020 

HOLI—TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2020 

 

The spring festival of HOLI is on TUESDAY 10th MARCH 
2020. We will celebrate  HOLI in the temple from 11.00 
AM. ACHARYA VIVEKANAND JI will recite  an appropriate 
chapter from SHREE MADH BHAGWAD PURAN and 
there after we will play PHOOL HOLI by showering flow-
ers on the deities . RANG HOLI will be played  out side in 
the car park after BHOJAN at 12.30 PM. All devotees are 
requested to bring some flowers from your garden to 
play PHOOL HOLI with Deities.  

All devotees are requested not to shower RANGOLI  col-
ours on anyone who does not wish to play HOLI.  

 

1st NAVRATRA–WEDNESDAY 25th MARCH  2020 

 SAMVAT BEGINS-WEDNESDAY  25th MARCH 2020 

DURGA ASHTMI– WEDNESDAY  01st  APRIL 2020 

SHREE RAM NAVMI –THURSDAY 2nd APRIL 2020 

 

1st NAVRATRA IS HINDU NEW YEAR DAY that is on 
Wednesday 25th MARCH 2020. On this day LORD 
BRHMA created the (SHITHI) Universe. There will be 
FLAG RAISING CEREMONY in the car park at 9.30 AM. 
After flag raising  ceremony all devotees are requested 
to come upstairs in the temple for ARTI. After ARTI 
Acharya Vivekanand Ji will commence recitation of 
OPEN PATH OF SHREE RAMCHRITMANAS AND OF DUR-
GA SAPTSHATI PATH. Prithi Bhojan will be served after 
DURGA ARTI AND RAMAYAN ARTI. 
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DURGA ASHTMI 

WEDNESDAY- 1st APRIL 2020 11.00 AM 

ON DURGA ASHTMI DAY there will 
be purnahauti of DURGA 
SAPTSHATI PATH that was being 
recited since first Navratra. After 
the purnahauti there will be DUR-
GA MAHA YAGYA in the main hall, 
down stairs. After MAHAYAGYA, 
DURGA ARTI WILL BE RECITED IN 
THE TEMPLE. PRITHI BHOJAN WILL 
BE SERVED IN THE MAIN HALL                
AFTER DURGA ARTI. 

 

 

           SHREE RAM NAVMI 

  THURSDAY—2nd APRIL 2020 

 

THE FESTIVAL OF SHREE RAM 
NAVMI (LORD RAM’S BIRTHDAY) 
will be celebrated on THURSDAY 2nd 
APRIL 2020 after ARTI at 11.00 AM 
in the temple. There will be 
purnahauti of SHREE RAMCHRITMA-
NAS that is being recited since 1st 
Navratra. There after there will be 
BHAJANS. LORD RAM’S APPEAR-
ANCE will be at 12.00 noon. PRITHI 
BHOJAN will be served after RAM 
ARTI 

 

            RAS GARBA AND DANDIA 

          SARURDAY 28th MARCH 2020  

      1.30 PM till 5.30 PM 

 

There will be RAS GARBA AND DANDIA programme in 
the temple on SATURDAY 28th MARCH 2020 from 1.30 

PM till 5.30 PM.  The programme will 
start with puja at 1.30 PM. After the 
puja  BHAJANS will be recited till 5.30 
PM. PRITHI BHOJAN will be served 
after MATA JI’S ARTI in the main hall.  

The YAJMAN Smt. Madhuben and Sh. 
Bhupendra Somayia JI’s parivar invites 
all devotees to participate in this holy 
yagya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANUMAN JAYANTI 

TUESDAY—7th APRIL 2020 

11.00 AM till 12.30 PM 

 

ANJLI PUTRA PAWAN SUTH HANU-
MAN JI’S JAYANTI is on Tuesday 7th 
April 2020. Recitation of HANUMAN 
CHALISA will commence at 11.00 AM. 
Prithi BHOJAN will be served after 
HUMAN JI’S ARTI. 

 

GROUP PROGRAMMES IN TEMPLE 

 

YOGA CLASSES  ARE HELD ON MONDAYS  AND WEDNES-
DAYS from 6.00 PM till 8.00 PM. ON SUNDAYS from 9.00 
AM till 10.00 PM. TO join please pop in the class register 
eith the organisor.   

 

KEEP WALKING CLASSES: is on Fridays from 7.00 PM till 
8.00 PM. To join pop in the class an contact the organis-
er . 

BOLLYWOOD DANCE CLASSES:  ARE HELD  ON TUES-
DAYS and THURSDAYS from 7.00 PM till 8.00 PM. To join 
the classes pop in the class and contact the organiser. 

 

BHARATNATYAM CLASICAL DANCES: is on MONDAYS 
from 4.00 PM till 6.00 PM.  To join the classes please 
contact the organiser.  

 

SHANTI GROUP  FOR LADIES meet on every  THURSDAYS 
from 11.AM till 3.00 PM. THERE IS WOMEN YOGA CLAS-
SES, AND DISCUSSIONS OF WOMEN INTREST ARE AD-
DRESSED. To join the group please contact the organiser. 

 

GEETA BHAWAN TEMPLE OPENING TIMES 

MONDAYS: 8.00 AM TILL 12.00 PM—4.00 PM TILL 7.00 PM 

TUESDAYS: 9.00 AM TILL 12.00 PM– 4.00PM TILL 7.00 PM 

WEDNESDAYS –TEMPLE CLOSED ALL DAY 

THURSDAYS: 9.00 AM TILL 12.00 PM—4.00 PM TILL 7.00 PM 

FRIDAYS: 9.00 AM TILL 12.00PM—4.00 PM TILL 7.00 PM 

SATURDAYS: 9.00 PM TILL 12.00 PM– 4.00 PM TILL 7.00 PM 

SUNDAYS: 9.00 AM TILL 12.00 PM– 4.00 PM TILL 7.00 PM  
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GOSWAMI TULASIDAS JI 

TULASI RAMAYANA is a very famous and great epic of NORTH INDIA. It relates the story of SRI RAM JI.  

It was written by GOSWAMI TULASIDAS JI . (GOSWAMI means one who has renounced the world and has become a 
sanyasi, that is, an ascetic). That is why it was popularly known as TULASI RAMAYAN. 

TULASIDAS gave it the title, “RAMCHRITAMANASA”. 

VALMIKI, the first poet, told the story of Sri RAM in his “RAMAYANA: after him hundreds of poets have retold it in 
their own way. “TULSI RAMAYAN” is one of the most popular and venerated.  

Many poets of our country were saints. They were great scholars as well as great devotees. They lived as rishis. 
Goswami TULSIADAS too was a great scholar well versed in VEDIC lore, philosophy and mythology. People say that 
TULASIDAS, by virtue of his perfect devotion, was so fortunate as to meet ANJANEYA, the renowned servant of SRI 
RAM. It is said ANJANEYA helped him to see with his own eyes SRI RAM and LAKSHMAN.  

TULASIDAS declared: BHAKTI is the only way leading to GOD. He is the ideal man. He is the LORD of world. His 
words and deeds themselves form the code of human conduct in this world. In his “RAMAYANA” TULASIDAS has 
narrated the story of SRI RAMM; he has also taught the principles of right living through different characters. The 
lessons taught in that work are valid to this day. The epic gives beautiful picture of the right relations between fa-
ther and children, and of the affection among brothers. It also shows how the husband and the wife, mothers-in-
law and daughters-in-in law, should conduct themselves. TULASIDAS describes the affection of a teacher for his dis-
ciples and the respect of the disciples for their teacher. But his poem is not just a moral piece. TULASIDAS has nar-
rated the story of SRI RAM in a moving and delightful way. As we read it we feel as it we see RAMA, SEETHA and 
LAKSHMAMN before our very eyes.  

GOSWAMI TULASIDAS was born at the close of the 15th century and lived up to the beginning of the 17th century.  
It was a bad period for the HINDUS. They had lost their freedom and had to struggle hard to maintain their unity. 
All their scriptures were in SANSKRIT ; so many people found them difficult to understand. As the HINDUS had no 
freedom, it was difficult for them even to attempt to expound the ideas of their religion. Women and also some 
groups among the HINDUS did not have equality.  It was at this time that RAMANANDA spread the cult of RAM 
BHAKTI by preaching that RAM is the protector of all people. SAINT KABIRDAS extolled the greatness of RAM– the 
formless GOD saying that RAM and RAHIM were not different. Thus he tried to bring about unity among the HIN-
DUS and MUSLIMS.  

Opinions differ regarding the exact date and place of birth of SRI TULASIDAS. The majority of scholars hold that SRI 
TULASDAS was born in Rajapur of Utter Pradesh in the year 1544 of the Vikrama Era (that is, 1488 A.D), others say 
he was born in 1532 A.D. ATMARAM DUBE of Rajpur was a great scholar in VEDIC literature and astrology. His wife 
HULASIBAI gave birth to a beautiful baby son. The new born baby boy started saying RAM, RAM in stead of crying. 
So they gave him a name RAM BOLA . TULASIDAS was a few days old when he lost his mother. His father also for-
sook him. People gave many reasons for this. Here is one story. Pundit DUBE cast the horoscope of his son. All the 
planets were favourable. But the child’s star was MOLA. The father thought , this is bad star. It will bring me bad 
luck. He left the town and abandoned him for ever. The unfortunate child was brought up by the old grand-mother. 
Thus TULASIDASS lost the love of both his father and mother. After few years his grandmother also died. He be-
came favourite of the neighbours. They tended him, and played with him, gave him something to eat and blessed 
him. He moved in the village temple. The temple devotees gave him to eat whatever was offered to GOD that was 
his daily food. Naraharidas was a reputed scholar, philosopher and story-teller. Once he came TO Rajapur and 
stayed in the temple. He gave series of discourses on the RAMAYANA in the temple. TULASIDAS used to attend 
them every day without fail. Every day boy TUKASIDAS sat right in front of NARAHARIDAS and listened to the dis-
courses. TULASIDAS used to join the general bhajan, singing melodiously.  One day he asked boy TULASIDAS  “Will 
you be my dispel? The boy  TULASIDAS touched his feet with reverence and burst into tears. NARHARIDAS lifted 
him up and pated him on the back. 

TULARAM had attained scholarship in all branches of learning’ his GURU NARAHARIDAS himself arrange for his mar-
riage. He married RATANAVALLI, a very beautiful and accomplished daughter of a brahmin by name DEENABHAN-
DU PATHAK.  

GOSWAMI TULASIDAS had visited all the holy places. He spent his last days in KASHI. It is said that in his last days he 
suffered from pain in the arms. Having lived a fruitful and saintly life of 136 years TULASIDAS passed away in 1680  
VIKRAM Era  in KASHI.          

 

  


